Pesach: Meeting the Divine
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the Passover ta God vour Lord, since it was in the month of sanding grai
that God your Lord brought vou out of Fevnt at nighi, 2 sem

z ;I:z the place chat God will choose 1 be dedicated 1 §is name, you shait
sierifics the Passover offering to God your Lord (along with other] ;Esee )- a.:ad
cattle * Do not ezt any leaven with it As part of [the celebration) ym;t sh:iii zat
matzal for seven days, This shall be hardship bread, since vou lefi Egypr in‘:s

rush, You will then remember the day you left Exvor all the davs of your Lile
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Jov detived fern a stoeab, however, is the emotion a person
experiences when he comes closer to God. He feels uplified, sance
fified, enriched, and this fills bis beact with a boundless {oy 5o pro-

fonnd that, according to the Gemars, it invites the appt:arancc* of
thie Divine Presence, - ;

Let us think about this for a momgm What dods the Gemara
meant In what way does joy derived from a mirzoah lead to the
appearance of the Divine Presence? Actaally, it is beyond the capa-
bitities of human beings to perceive the Divine Presenced Yer we
say in the Flaggadah that bemora Jradol, in great awe, means Jiduy
hinair, that t the Divine Tresence was geve d to the Jewish

pa ople at the nght n;:,pf tl;a ‘ma ﬂ(ow was it revealed to them?
mT he commentatons nxphm th‘il th s to divine providence.
When the Jewish people saw ff

Levprian pursuers, when they

wders God performed on thelr
behalf to rescue them from thel

spw the “great spectacles,” in the words of Targum Oukelos, they
feln the close mgmmlw of the Divine Presence. This is the way
human beings eng crnrer God, The more a pc_rxon recopnizes the
hand 01 God in evervthing that bappens, the more he has seen
God. The more he comes ta the realization that everything God
does is for his good, for the good of the Jewish people and for the
good of all crearion, the more his;_mlu‘:a.r"t‘f" fills with the most oxgui-
site joy imaginable. This jov in his heace is hig personal revelation

of the Drivine Presence.
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What does 4 person do when his experiences this joy, when ha sees
the hand of Godwith blinding darity? How is this joy he feels on
the inside expressed on the outside? Oaly By proclaiming 1o the rest
of the world the great truth he has discovered, by showing other
people thar he is rejoicing in God rather than in hi
by sharing with i the world his joyous encounter wirh God,

King David writes of the festivals ( Pusfws 118:24), “Zab bayem
nsal Flashem nagilah vensomechal bo” This is ordinarily n-anslmci

s “This is the day God made, let us delight and rejoice in it.” Bur
anmdmg o Rabbeinu Yonah {Berachos 3lay, t iw word fe does

not ?(;fé)l 1o the ftmval hm o (md “f h.v. is th(, d:av hod made,

ol eneguater wnh L:od
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Four people are obligated 1o bring a borbawn foduk, a thanks-
giving oftering - one who recovers from a srave illness, one who
crosses the sea, one who crosses the desert and one who is
released from captivity, Listen to the words of the psalm related

ta the thanksgiving offering {Pralms 100:1-8), “A mclody of

thanksgiving, all the ecarth, greet God with fanfar

with refoicing, come before Fim with hymxi;.wl(m}w that God is

the Lord, Fe made us, we belong ro Him, we are Fis prople, the

sheep of iy flock. Come into His gates with thanksgiving, into

It?ﬁis courtyards with psalms, give praise 1o Him, bless FHis Name.

For God is good, His kindness lasts forever, His faithiulness
+ endures for all generations,”

N
¢ first our ancestors were idolaters, but now the Omni-
“present has brought us close to His service, as itsays: “And
Yehoshua said to all of the people, S0 says Hasnem the God of

tsrael, OF old, your forefathers dwelt beyond the river —

Terach, the father of Avraham and the father of Nachor, and
they worshiped other gods. And I took your father Avraham
from bayond the river, and ! led him throughout all the Land

of Canaan, and | multiplied his seed, and | gave Yitzchak unt
him, and | gave Yaakov and Esav unto Yitzchak, and I gav
unto Esav Mount Seir to inherit, and Yaakov and his sons werig
down to Egypt.”
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A mxan is released from prison. He is overjoved. He brings a g
rifice to express his jov and thanksgiving, and whar does he
e & T4

“all the carth, greer God with fanfare.” He is the one thap ¢
cperienced a miracle, not all the sarth. Yer he tolls all the earehy

rejoice. Beeause that ks how he is meant w express his 1ov, Telli

to the world, You experienced the miracle. You saw God’s hand ¢

clearly. You saw the rvevelation of the Iivine Presence. Share

with everyone, Let them know what vou kaow, Let them feel wha

vou feel. That is how true jov is exoressed,
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stand against us to annihilate us. Buf the Holy One, Blessed is
He, saves us from their hand.
o and ascertain what Lavan the Aramean intended to do
to Yaakov our father, for Pharaoh decreed destruction only
for the males, but Lavan intended to eradicate everything. As
it is said.

AT Fowm Todoag 7 Rasdon- & Toesks

This is 4 rather strange ‘?wmn At first glance, some of the verses do not
stand to reason. For example, “Had He given us their wealth, but not split
the Sea for us, it would have sufficed us.” Of what possible value would
wealth have been i the Sea would not have been divided for the [sraelites?

the Sea, they were doomed to annjhilation unless there would be an escape
* route through the Sea. Or, “Had he split the Sea for us, but not led us through
1t on dry land, it would have sufficed s, OF what use would the miraculous
separation of the waters have been if the lsraefites had not traversed the Sea?
i what way would some of these acts without those which followed have
h&“n sufficient?

‘- There js an important lesson to be derived from this hymn, We must

inasmuch as they were trapped between the oncoming Egyptisn army and |

kam}to be grateful for every favor we receive, aven ¥ at the moament

nnot see Hs dltimate good, The refrain "It would have sufficed ns”
: means that every incident in the roany events of the Exodus was sufficient
“to elicit prompt gratitude _from us, evenr though the eventual bensfit

mu;ht nat have been ammediately apparent,
The ability to feel and express gratitude is a vital component of hpin“iahty
Many people have difficulty with gretitude, perhaps bacause they think that

acknowladging gratitude obligates them to their benefactor, and generally

people do not ke to feel beholden to anyone. Some people may even
consciously or unconsciously deny what was done for them in order to avoid
feeling grateful. Even if there is no frank denial of the Tavor, there may be a

teadency to postpone expressing qratitude until one sees whether the favor

has indeed brought about the desired result.

e
Wéx}.ld it roally be such a big deal if parents never taught their
children 1o say “thank you™? Obviously it would be, because if
y(m don’t say thank vow, you're an ingrate. And just like no one
wants to be an ingrate, 1o one. wants to marry one, be friends with
one, or raise ong, Thus, the “magic words” — thank you. ‘
Al ingrates end up in prison. Their ego-obsessed lack of

gmhtudu erects impenetrable wai]a which lock the world out and

shut the ingrate .

?’\ The Talmud teaches that the thematic flow of the Haggadah
narrative 18 meant to semusm s m one of k&: s most basic traiis

I{:Iiowa a pawem hngwu as “opening w.zth the xgmmmwm a;zd
ancluding with the proiseworthy.” Tt is for this reason that the
i+Haggadah begins by hwmwht:ng the less-than-flastering origins of
“thg J‘ewmh peopls — “we were 5iavm fo Pharach in Egyvpt.,. Our
farefathers were idol :rs’ursfuppers* -— and concludes with our
© riumphant Hiberation and the formation of 4 relationship with G-d.
. This recurrent theme of mm'.mung, lnwly origing with ennobled
& us 1o that trait which stands as

: da?ncvumnta 1% Ameant 10 sens
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magical wurds, dfC‘ able to build bridees, ¥
from man to G-4,
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